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ECBS Bee School




Short Course Core Curriculum

A Class Day 1

I Biology

I Equipment

I Pests and Diseases

I Getting Started (Nucs, packages, feeding)

A Class Day 2

I Seasonal Management

I Harvesting the Honey Crop
I Bee Plants

I Queens & Queen Issues




Core Curriculum: Day 3




Not Every Student Will Become
a Beekeeper

A Many have a romanticized idea of
beekeeping and are unprepared for
the reality. Keeping bees is:
I Expensive
I Difficult (think: bees vs. chickens)
i Hard, hot, sticky, sometimes =
I dangerous and often painful
I work!




Student sO0O Per ce
Beekeepers

What We Actually Do

hat They Think We Do

w2



Accept that perhaps 50% of
your students will be keeping
bees In 2 years, and maybe only
25% will still keep bees In 5
years.

Your job Is to give that 25% a
good foundation and the basics
to be successful.




What can you do to bring that
crop of beekeepers to harvest?
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Tell Them the Truth

ADonodot | ie and say k
Theyol !l f eel | 1 ke |
di scover 1t 1 snot.

A Tell them keeping bees is challenging
BUT i1 tos the most ¢
rewarding thing the
of raising kids.




Biology

A Al
beekeeping
management
ultimately is

pased on

noney bee
niology.




Example 1

ANew Beekeeper: i My
t wo weeks ago. The
need a new gueen!o
AY o u : iHow many day
a new queen to emerge and mate?
When do young swarm queens

foll owl ng a

emer ge




Example 2

ANew Beekeeper: i |
workers. There are many eggs In one
cel | and only cappe

seeing as many bees in the hive as
when | looked before | went on
vacati on. o

AYou: f@fABees must be
weeks before laying workers develop.
Your bees probably swarmed and you
have a very newly n




More Examples

A Reversing the positions of a strong
and a weak hive. Why does this work?

A Reversing brood supers in spring to
prevent swarming. (Bees work UP )

A Why is it that barrel feeding bees dﬁes
not stimulate robbing?




Relating management to
biology makes what we do
comprehensible d something
that can be figured out.
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Donot O Dumb 1t

AOversimplifying won
students less overwhelmed. It will
make them less prepared.

A They will forget much of what you
teach them, but If they have at least
heard it once, it may ring a bell later
when they need It.




A Recording
observations over
time is enormously
valuable.

A Count the number
of frames covered
In bees and record
that number at
every inspection.







Encourage Students to Inspect
their Bees Weekly

\

al.yw AThe bees dc
2 need this.

&8 A The students do!
8 A Brief ( 5-10 minute)

g Inspections help
. new beekeepers
gain a level of
comfort working
bees and learn to

read their signals.




‘ Teaching your Students to Be
Good Observers

A The bees are
talking. Are you
Istening?
Altos not IS
putting on a vell
and lighting a
smoker.

Altds about
good diagnostician.




Few Operg;;"

Cells







Or This?




Reading the Frames




And More Reading the Frames




