#3 ~ From a customer at a Farmer’s Market:
[bookmark: _Int_CSNwZueH][bookmark: _Int_OZjvCPML]A customer with two little kids is about to buy some of your honey. She is approached by a woman who says to her, “I hope you know that honey is actually bee vomit!  How can you even think of putting something like that in your mouth, much less that of your children!?”  Your customer asks you, “Is that really true? Is honey ‘bee vomit?”
How do you respond? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Answer must contain at least 4 of these:
· [bookmark: _Int_gPMdsezx]Honey is NOT vomit at all. The bees have a special organ- the “honey stomach,” or proventriculus, which is used to store nectar while foraging on flowers. 

· Whereas actual vomit – partially digested food- is loaded with bacteria, honey is antimicrobial, killing bacteria, viruses, even fungi. 

· [bookmark: _Int_Pefky4xb]The honey stomach is not part of the bee’s digestive system, so the nectar never enters the bee’s true stomach and then on to the intestinal tract. 

· [bookmark: _Int_VbtC7Bdz]The honey stomach is like an internal bucket where she collects and holds nectar for transport back to the hive. There, she passes her “bucket” of nectar to a house bee, using a process called trophallaxis, where the nectar passes through her specialized mouthparts, called a proboscis, which is similar to our tongues!

· [bookmark: _Int_htQ4C0Lt][bookmark: _Int_6Op1vH6y]House bees then move the nectar to a part of the hive where honey processing is underway~ placing the nectar in cells for ripening and curing into the honey for their long -term storage and possibly, surplus for us to enjoy!

· Historically honey has been used as a medicine rather than food and is still used medicinally to this day to treat a variety of conditions. Bed sores, sore throats, allergies, and as a dressing for minor wounds and burns are just some of the ways honey can be used. 
