       RESPONSE GUIDE TO EAS MASTER BEEKEEPER ORAL EXAM PREPRED QUESTION 2023

Our scenario this year places the MB in a position to share facts on the VFD to a wide audience.
[bookmark: _Int_vZCIQWjK][bookmark: _Int_2xFbGZyJ][bookmark: _Int_f4swLMn6]While the talk will be brief, just 5 minutes, it must be relevant to both the vet team and the wider community; some of whom may never have heard of the VFD or honey bee diseases before. Each candidate will come at this assignment with their own perspective and style. Listen carefully and enjoy what they have to offer. 
The presentation should touch on these major points:
VFD (Veterinary Feed Directive) definition: 
A Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) is, under the law of the United States, a written authorization allowing animal keepers to obtain and use animal feed containing specified antibiotics in accordance with Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved directions for use.
The VFD final rule outlines the process for authorizing use of VFD drugs ...and provides veterinarians in all states with a framework for authorizing the use of medically important antimicrobials in feed when needed for specific animal health purposes. ~FDA
~In order for a Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) to be lawful, the issuing veterinarian must meet a couple of requirements, including valid licensure and  issuing the VFD in the context of a valid veterinarian-client patient relationship (VCPR).
VCPR (Veterinarian-Client-patient-relationship) : Key elements include* that the veterinarian engage with the client (the beekeeper) to assume responsibility for making clinical judgments about patient (the colony) health *have sufficient knowledge of the patient by virtue of patient examination and/or visits to the apiary where the patient is managed *provide for any necessary follow-up evaluation or care, including managing adverse reactions. Does the State or Federal VCPR Definition Apply to a Lawful VFD in my State?
 This information is available online and was last updated in 2021. Please refer to your state directly for the most up to date information; states which lack key elements of the FDA defined VCPR are required to use the Federally-defined VCPR. 
EFB ( European Foulbrood):  A highly contagious bacterial  disease (Melissococcus plutonius) that affects honey bee larvae. EFB is introduced and spread by worker bees as pathogens are mixed with bee bread, nectar and/or diluted honey and then fed to young larvae. The bacteria  then replicate in the midgut, killing the larvae within 4-5 days,  typically before the cell is sealed. Bacteria are moved by bees during house chores, by beekeepers on tools and clothing, and through drifting and robbing.  Feeding sugar syrup to strengthen the colony,  requeening with hygienic stock , and diseased frame removal and destruction are all  recommended; EFB infected colonies can be treated as a last resort with an antibiotic (oxytetracycline, Terramycin), by order of a veterinarian through a distributor of VFD medicated feed. 



 




