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#1 – From a Beekeeper:
“I took a beekeeping class this year. It is August now and I have two colonies. I just checked them and one is dead. It was killed by wax moth. I don’t remember much about wax moth from class; they went over it really fast. But I’m upset, please tell me what I should do to prevent this happening again.”
____________________________________________________________________________________
Answer should include 4 from the following:
*Im sorry you lost your bees!
*It’s unlikely wax moth killed your colony, wax moths move into weak colonies and lay eggs. Populous healthy colonies keep wax moth larvae in check. 
*Unguarded brood and food comb frames, either stored away from bees, or in a hive with more equipment than population, can be susceptible to wax moth larvae damage.
*Once pupated, wax moth larvae feed on wax that has had brood raised in it, or pollen stored in it. 
*Weak colonies perish for other reasons, making the hive- boxes susceptible to wax moth infestation.

Candidate should identify  several of the following as causes for weakened colonies:
*Swarming can result in smaller colony populations.
*Low food stores/starvation.
*Queen issues.
*Pest problems-varroa, skunk, bear.
*Other diseases such as EFB, nosema, viral symptoms.
*Pesticide/chemical exposure
To answer the question, (what can I do?) the candidate must state from the following:
*Be sure your bee populations are strong, well fed, disease free and in the right equipment for the size of the colony.
*In order to kill wax moth eggs in frames you are intending to store, freeze for 48 hours.




