         RESPONSE GUIDE TO EAS MASTER BEEKEEPER ORAL EXAM PREPARED QUESTION 2024

[bookmark: _Int_TcDOKkJO]Our prepared question this year takes us into new agricultural territory that many states are experiencing or will be soon. Candidates will have varied approaches to the subject matter, but ultimately, there are three questions the Farmer’s Co-op have asked them to address as local experts on honey bees and pollination. 
These farmers have already established permitting, regulations, greenhouse inspections and marketing. While we don’t know if the crop is going to be raised for hemp, for seed, for medicinal or recreational use, the questions would be answered similarly in all instances. 
[bookmark: _Int_RHWv5gwT]1. Will honey bees or other pollinators benefit or improve their (farmers) yields?
Answer should contain at least 3 of the following:
*Cannabis is primarily wind pollinated. Plants are either male or female.
[bookmark: _Int_QPItChIz]*The male plant is occasionally visited by honey bees, who treat it as a pollen of last resort. 
*The female plant has no bright colors or scents to attract bees and offers no nectar reward. 
[bookmark: _Int_l2merAKn] *It has been reported, many years ago that the female plants may have “extra floral nectaries”, but questionable whether these produce enough nectar to attract honey bees.  
[bookmark: _Int_3FZhNUay]**It is not likely that honey bees/pollinators would increase yield** (this answers the question)
[bookmark: _Int_NDN5IZfY]2. Could their crop in away hurt honey bees or other pollinators? (answer to contain two)
*Insects in general don’t have endocannabinoid systems, which are the receptors in human bodies that react to substances like THC and CBD.
*Bees and pollinators don't’ get “high” when/if they pollinate Cannabis, so no adverse effects should be anticipated. 
*We beekeepers are farmers too! We appreciate being consulted ahead of your operation. 
3. To support the growth of the crop, there may be insect pests to deal with. Are there any pesticides that would affect the health of honeybees or other insect pollinators, and if so, how could they find out which to avoid? (answer should contain ALL of this)
*The best way to determine the safety of any pesticide, herbicide or fungicide is to read the label carefully to learn the potential impact on pollinators, and correct application.  
* The label is the law. All labels offer a listing of prospective dangers to humans, animals and insects. EPA records and product manufacturer information can be accessed on-line for further and the most up-to-date information on any product. 






