                                                                       IMPROMPTU 2025
#1 – FROM A BEEKEEPER
“I installed two packages of bees last Spring but one of them died. I asked my mentor if it died from CCD or this “new” honey bee colony collapse? He said, “Hard to tell”. Now I am worried. How can I tell?” ___________________________________________________________________________________
Answer should include essential parts of at least three (3) of the following:
*CCD (Colony Collapse Disorder) deaths have distinct symptoms, occuring all at once within only a few weeks.
*Presence of capped brood and queen,  insufficient workforce is made up of young adult bees; or bees are gone and there are no dead bees. 
*Presence of both honey and bee pollen which are not immediately robbed by other bees, pests like wax moth or hive beetle; remaining bees do not readily consume offered syrup or protein supplement. 
* CCD brought attention to the multiple stressors of parasites, pathogens, pesticide exposure, lack of genetic diversity and habitat loss. 
Answer should include four (4) of the following:
*In Catastrophic Honey Bee Colony Loss, first reported in January 2025, Commercial beekeepers reported severe losses over 60%, Sideliners 54%, Hobbyists 51% since the prior summer. 
*Symptomatic bees dying in front of colony entrances: erratic behavior, immobilization, inability to fly, trembling. 
*Varroa vectored  viral loads were high on lab testing; DWV-A, ABPV, DWV-B in particular. 
*Varroa mites collected from affected colonies showed a genetic marker linked to Amitraz resistance. 
*As in CCD, USDA-ARS researchers acknowledge multifactorial additional stressors such as pesticide exposure and poor nutrition.
Answer must contain a reasonable representation of this statement:
*Varroa mites are present in all colonies. Effective detection and control, developing management strategies is key. It is imperative to monitor, employ IPM, including alternating the use of registered Miticide products when necessary and retest for effectiveness.

