                                                                         IMPROMPTU 2025
#2 – From a Farmer
“Last fall I bought an old farm with apple trees, about 2 acres. This year my apples are small and crooked. My wife told me that we can get more apples, and they will be big and round and juicy if we had better “pollination”. She thinks we should get some honey bees! How does pollination work, and how many hives would we need?”
___________________________________________________________________________________
Answer should include 3 things from the following:
· Simple definition of “pollination” - including how and why bees transfer pollen from one part of the flower to another part or to a different flower, crucial for the development of seeds and fruits. 
· [bookmark: _Int_KGE2A1m5]Importance of honey bees in crop pollination (e.g. 30% of food supply, 1 in 3 bites of food, or $18 billion/year in U.S crops pollinated)
· [bookmark: _Int_FevEfh2I]Increased crop and better formed fruit happen with more pollinators, such as honey bees, available.
· May need two apple varieties for cross-pollination, consult an orchardist on what you have already.
· For apples, 2 colonies per acre (more or less) will do the job depending on variety, tree density and size, and the health and strength of the bee colonies. 
Answer should include at least one from the following:
*Beekeeping is rewarding but challenging, take a beekeeping class, a local bee school, and consider joining a local and state bee club
*Consider a pollination contract with a local beekeeper, (like me!) Would you like some names of local beekeepers you could consult? 

