  RESPONSE GUIDE TO EAS MASTER BEEKEEPER ORAL EXAM PREPARED QUESTION 2025
[bookmark: _Int_cNVJ2SjA][bookmark: _Int_zI53YHYE]Honey bees are moved between pollination yards and honey producing yards. At full strength, honey bee colonies can have more than 50,000 bees, often in commercial loads on trucks of more than 400 hives each. Millions of bees can be in the air in the event of a crash or a rollover during the day and at night they will crawl. While trucks are generally netted, they are not sealed, and bees can escape.
Our candidates are preparing a brief presentation in outline form about the considerations a local municipality will take to be ready. Each candidate should touch on these areas with some of the following details but will have unique approaches. Listen carefully and enjoy. 
Preparedness/Support Network
*Maintain a list of commercial or very experienced local beekeepers to contact ASAP.
*Develop a list of local transport companies to get additional trailers, trucks, forklifts.
*Have a dumpster outfit on call to safely remove large amounts of broken equipment.
*Purchase PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) for responders.
Action/Response - Activate the support network, responders don PPE
Human Safety
*Keep bystanders away from vehicle to avoid injury and potentially fatal sting reactions.
*Headlights/flashlights should be avoided until responders in PPE arrive-red light is preferred as honey ees are not as attracted to it.
Livestock Safety
*Bees overheat quickly when the vehicle stops moving. Either get the breakdown moving or cool the hives by spraying/misting water.
*Live bees on the ground can be collected into intact equipment. Flying bees will be attracted to the scent of the hive equipment, others will “fan” a chemical signal.
*Beekeepers on the scene can load hive boxes from the road onto awaiting equipment.
*Some hive equipment can be left near the site for remaining bees to find shelter. If this is not possible, as a last resort, bees may need to be destroyed to minimize risk to humans and animals. Remove to a safe location the following evening after dark. 
Follow up
*Equipment, accident debris and dead bees must be removed from the roadway to avoid attracting bees or other animals, creating additional hazard. Post accident reports. Check on anyone who was injured or stung.             ~ Credit Michigan State University Extension

